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Report from Quaker House Brussels

Introduction

This report is an update on the written report we provided to the British Committee in June 2009. 
We hope this report will give you a flavour of what has been happening here in Brussels.

Work Programme

We report here only on aspects of the work programme which are new since the last report.

Human Rights

Women in Prison

Council of Europe
After the adoption of the report by the Parliamentary Assembly, we informed the Permanent Representations of the member states in Strasbourg and the Ministries of Justice in the member states that this had happened and asked for their feedback. We have, to date, received nearly 20 responses, some very substantive and some quite positive.
Alternatives to Custody

Due to the early departure of Faye Morten (who has gone to Leeds University to do a Masters course) there has been another delay in the finalisation of this report. Liz will be at the meeting to provide an oral update.
Emerging Criminal Justice Themes

Due to the early departure of Faye Morten (see above), we have not been able to progress this. This was reported to Council in October and we are planning to start on work relating to the support available to offenders on discharge from custody in 2010.
Peace

Joint work with EPLO
Highlights in recent months have been:
· The Swedish Presidency has resumed the regular civil society briefings to CIVCOM (the Committee in the Council of the European Union responsible for civilian crisis management operations); Martina was instrumental in the negotiations with the Swedish Presidency on this.
· Martina contributed significantly to the writing and finalisation of a policy document on the European External Action Service which was published in early November and is feeding into the discussions about the establishment of the service.

· Martina was one of a number of speakers at a roundtable discussion on the External Action Service on 11 September, hosted by the Spanish Permanent Representation in the run-up to their presidency.

· Martina, as Vice President of EPLO, has been taking on the role of Acting President as there has been no president since May. She chaired the General Assembly in November and all Steering Committee Meetings between May and November. At the GA in November, a figure-head President was appointed and there will now be negotiations between  Martina and him on the division of tasks for the next 12 months.

Foreign Policy Drivers
Martina presented a paper at a conference arranged by the Dublin School of Ecumenics and Dublin Monthly Meeting Peace Committee on the role of the ‘neutral’ Member States of the EU in foreign policy matters within the EU. This was subsequently published as part of the proceedings of the conference.
A further element of the research under this heading is the analysis of foreign policy coverage in a selection of daily newspapers in a selection of EU Member States. This work has started and is being undertaken by the two current Programme Assistants (for newspapers from the UK, Ireland, Germany and Austria), our Italian Erasmus Student (for newspapers from Italy, Spain and France), a volunteer from Poland (for newspapers from Poland) and a volunteer from Sweden (for newspapers from Sweden). We are analysing the papers for the weeks of 2 November 2009, 30 November 2009 and a week in January 2010 (to be confirmed). 

The purpose is to identify the range of different foreign policy interests of different Member States and the impact this has on the focus of the European Foreign and Security Policy.

Energy Security, Climate Change and Conflict

It is difficult to categorise this area of work under the three headings of human rights, economic justice and peace as it factors into all three. However, we see this as directly connected to economic justice as the major theme.

Work has progressed on all the different aspects of this and we are soon to publish three reports: one on the proposed Nabucco pipeline, one on the European Sustainable Production and Consumption Action Plan and one on the applicability of the Quaker Business Method to work in this area in non-Quaker organisations.

We have also published a series of ‘Ethical Factsheets’ which are intended to de-bunk some common myths, provide Friends and others with researched information about ethical dilemmas, and provide some policy messages which could stimulate the right responses on a broader scale. We are working on further factsheets.

Focus on European Developments

New areas of work under this heading agreed at Council in October 2009
EU Budget Review 
The un-official draft Commission Communication on this subject has now been leaked so we will be producing a response to this both from QCEA’s point of view and as part of the wider Civil Society Contact Group working group which Martina chairs. A briefing paper will be published on this shortly.
Israel and Palestine

Council in October received an extensive report on the visit to Israel and Palestine undertaken by the Joint Representatives and 10 Council members/alternates. As a result, Council approved a framework for a programme of work which includes the following headline themes:
· The Association Agreements

· Providing assistance to local NGOs with advocacy in Brussels

· Issues arising for EU nationals

· Israeli involvement in EU Security Research

· Arms Trade with Israel

· Security expertise exported to EU and Member States

· The economic role of the EU in the region

· The European Security and Defence Policy Crisis Management Missions

· The role of the Council of Europe

Council also agreed that there should be a project advisory group appointed for this area of work and the QCEA nominations committee have been charged with finding names. Bureau was charged with appointing Friends on recommendation from Nominations Committee as soon as possible.
Linking with Friends in Europe and other Outreach Activities
Since the last report, QCEA staff have attended the following Quaker events:

	Ireland YM
	Liz

	Britain YM Gathering
	Martina and Neil

	EMES Peace and Service Consultation
	Liz and Martina 


QCEA – 30th Anniversary

The 30th anniversary was celebrated in the context of the Council weekend in October; we had a celebration afternoon with presentations from Jeremy Lester (a member of Belgium and Luxembourg MM and a senior official in the European Commission), Juliet Prager (Deputy Trust Secretary – JRCT), Richard Condon (Clerk, QCEA) and Liz and Martina. Liz and Martina presented the findings of their survey of former Programme Assistants – a report on this is now available on the website; we also launched the new ‘Quaker vision of Europe’.
Staffing Matters

All three Programme Assistants appointed in January 2009 for a one year term, for different reasons, decided to leave early (at the beginning of September and October); we were fortunate to be able to recruit very quickly two new Programme Assistants (both German citizens) and they have been working very hard since their arrival in early October. We had already offered a six months’ placement to an Italian Erasmus student from Pisa; she also started in early October and we therefore have nearly a full team again (the Erasmus student does not work full time for us). We are in the process of recruiting for 2010.

The funding situation for the third Programme Assistant position has also been clarified in the last few weeks. German YM is part funding this for the next 3 years (at the rate of Euro 4000 per annum) and Sweden YM has agreed to co-fund at the rate of Euro 6000 per annum for the same period. We will therefore be able to have three Programme Assistants again from 2010, though the exact timing of all three appointments will not be decided until after the interviews have taken place.
Quaker House

Work is progressing full steam in the house now. This has caused, and will continue to cause a degree of disruption (including a temporary removal of the offices from the ground to the first and second floors). Liz will be able to provide an update on the current situation at the meeting.
Both files requesting permission to undertake the work and the relevant level of subsidy have been approved (in record time, not least because of the exemplary nature of the files submitted by Xavier – which was commented on very favourably by the Royal Commission) and we have received confirmation that 50% of the funding will be made available up front; this will reduce the need for front funding from QCEA, BYM and possibly VVQREA and help with cash flow. However, we still don’t know exactly when the money will be received and when the balance will arrive after the work has been completed.
We expect that the actual work to the house will be finished during 2010 and that the financial implications will be finalised during 2011.
Page 4 of 4

