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Report from Quaker House Brussels

Introduction

This report is an update on the written report we provided to the British Committee in November 2008. 
We hope this report will give you a flavour of what has been happening here in Brussels.

Staff News
The three new Programme Assistants have started (early January); they are: Steven Hynd, Anya Whiteside and Faye Morten; all three are British. They are settling in well and working hard on their various work areas (see below).
Work Programme

We report here only on aspects of the work programme which are new since the last report.

Human Rights

Women in Prison

Council of Europe
The report has been postponed again in the Parliamentary Assembly (partly due to the fact that there was a discussion in the context of Holocaust day about historical monuments) and it appears that it might now be discussed at the Standing Committee instead. We are monitoring progress.
Alternatives to Custody

Faye Morten is now working on this and Liz will provide an oral update at the meeting.
Emerging Criminal Justice Themes

We will be working on this in the next few months – at this stage, we want to focus Faye’s attention on completing the report on Alternatives to Custody, so it is possible that new areas of work won’t actually emerge as full project areas until the final quarter of the year.
Human Rights and Democracy Network (HRDN)

Liz continues to be very active in this network and has been able to ensure QCEA participation in a number of high level meetings; it has also led to QCEA being involved in the Civil Society Contact Group (the umbrella body of all NGO sectors in Brussels) and in their work on the EU Budget Review.
Economic Justice
ACP Project

Both reports have now been completed and published. They are being used for ongoing advocacy and are being picked up by other NGOs as useful material.
The European Commission has just started an evaluation of its conflict prevention work and the official responsible for this evaluation (which will be done by external evaluators) has been given multiple copies of the report; she has promised to pass them onto the evaluators and there might be a possibility of actually speaking to them in the course of their investigation. Thus, the publication was exceptionally timely.

Peace

Joint work with EPLO

This continues apace and highlights in recent months have been:
· We have made significant progress on working with the European Investment Bank on the subject of conflict sensitivity in their work. This has now been incorporated into the Statement on Social and Environmental Standards and we are working on input into a revision of their handbook (the document which loan officers use to judge projects).
· We are having a hard time with the Czech Presidency but are working on a better relationship with the Swedish Presidency on work on civilian crisis management.

· We are very concerned about a recent restructuring in the Council Secretariat which will essentially put the planning and conduct of civilian missions under a new Directorate which will be headed up and heavily influenced by the military staff of the EU. We are now developing our approach to working with the key people in this new directorate.

· On the strength of our report on EU Enlargement in the Western Balkans, we are now part of a group of EPLO members who are trying to get a dialogue with decision makers both on early warning regarding Bosnia and on influencing the annual progress reports on the enlargement countries.

Peace Tax

Steve Hynd has taken on the work on this and we will continue to try to generate support for this. We have an invitation to address Pax Christi International’s board on the subject in May and we hope that they might support the intiative.
Focus on European Developments

New areas of work under this heading agreed at Council in October 2008
EU Budget Review 
Martina’s work on this continues. She has taken on the role of chairing the Civil Society Contact Group Working Group on this. We are planning a meeting with DG Budget in the Commission; this is complicated by the news that the Commissioner is likely to leave shortly to campaign for political office in Lithuania. It is as yet unclear who will take over the Budget portfolio for the remaining months of this Commission.
Faye Morten is supporting Martina in this work and has compiled a list of relevant decision makers in other DGs in order for us to put forward our message to them in the run-up to the drafting of a Commission Proposal on the EU Budget.
Enlargement – the Western Balkans

The report has been published and has so far drawn some positive feedback from NGOs and a few decision makers. Calum is now working in DG Enlargement as a stagière on the Bosnia and Herzegovina desk and thus has an opportunity to take the messages of the report directly into his work.
Martina visited the region in February and had discussions with a number of different local NGOs all of whom have a history of working with QPSW in the region. We will be developing these contacts and ensuring that our ongoing advocacy work will take their views on board.

We are currently considering whether the report’s executive summary should be translated into one of the local languages.

European Parliament Elections

Anya Whiteside has started work on this; we have already published a number of briefing papers; she is developing briefing papers on some of our key advocacy messages and we will be looking to publicise this through the various European Quaker publications and through the LM mailing in BYM.
Anya was also critical in making the recent QCEABC visit to the European Parliament (organised by Sheila Hague and Patricia Cockrell) a great success. Liz will report in more detail on this during the meeting.
Energy Security and Conflict

The December conference was a complete success and there has been a lot of positive feedback from Meetings and Friends. The issues raised are catching the concern of Friends Europe-wide and we are working hard on keeping the enthusiasm and the connections made going.
We have by now commissioned Living Witness Project to produce several documents as part of the project and that, too, will help to increase the visibility of what we are doing. 

We are linking with QPSW, Canadian Friends Service Committee and others on ensuring that we are making the most of Quaker potential in this area. We are considering whether a Quaker presence at Copenhagen in December is appropriate and if so, how this should be focused. This would not be a solo performance by QCEA but a coordinated effort to ensure that our messages get through.

Steven Hynd is supporting Neil on this project.

On 7 March 2009, we had the first meeting of the Project Advisory Group for this project and had very good discussions about the key elements of the ongoing work. The group will continue to work through a google group, through phone and skype conferences and through possibly annual face-to-face meetings.
Linking with Friends in Europe and other Outreach Activities
Website

You may have noticed that our website has had a face lift. We are also working on updating content, though this is a slower process. The work on the new website was done by Sara Erlandsson (PA during 2008) after she left.

Around Europe

We continue to produce Around Europe monthly. 
Other key events
Martina attended the QPSW seminar on ‘Dealing with the Future’ in Croatia in February (see above); she also attended the biennial meeting of international Quaker Agencies in February. This time, unlike previous occasions, this was a meeting of only the Heads of these agencies with AFSC, QUNO (both), QPSW, Canadian FSC, FWCC and QCEA represented. Liz and Martina could have both attended but this was not possible due to other date clashes.

We have a full schedule of events for the forthcoming months including:
	EMES Annual Meeting (April 2009)
	Neil

	EMEYF Annual Meeting (April 2009)
	Anya

	Dublin Peace Committee Seminar on the meaning of neutrality in Foreign Policy (May 2009)
	Martina

	Netherlands YM
	Neil

	QCEA Council study visit to Palestine and Israel
	Martina and Liz

	Nordic Yearly Meetings (all 4 meeting on the same campus at the same time)
	Martina and/or Liz

	Ireland YM (July 2009)
	Liz

	Britain YM Gathering (July/August 2009)
	Martina and Neil

	German YM (October 2009)
	Martina (and Liz?)

	EMES Peace and Service Consultation (Nov 2009)
	Martina and Liz


Plans for the next Study Tour in April 2009 are at present in limbo as we are not sure that we can fill the tour to a level where we can guarantee the minimum numbers required for the visits to various institutions. Liz will report orally on where we are at with this at the meeting.
QCEA – 30th Anniversary

2009 sees QCEA’s 30th anniversary; we are hoping to have an event to celebrate this on 24 October 2009 in Brussels; we hope many Friends will be able to come and we recommend that you put the date in your diary now.
Quaker House

Permission for the work contained in the first dossier has been given and we have had confirmation of the amount of subsidy which we will receive for this part of the work. We expect to start on the actual work later this year.
The second dossier will be submitted shortly when all necessary estimates are finally available. 

It is worth commenting on the enormous amount of work done by Xavier and Liz to get us this far. 
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