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Report from Quaker House Brussels

Introduction
This report is an update on the written report we provided to the British Committee in March 2011. We hope this report will give you a flavour of what has been happening here in Brussels.

Staff Matters

Nothing to report
Work Programme

We report here only on aspects of the work programme which are new since the last report.

Human Rights

Social Reintegration of Ex-Prisoners
The report has now been published both in print and electronically. Associate and Supporting Members will receive their copies in early August to allow mailing through the UK system.
Foreign National Prisoners
We were offered the opportunity to contribute to some work being done by the relevant expert group at the Council of Europe on the subject of Foreign National Prisoners and we have taken this up. The expert has made good use of the material we supplied. The draft Recommendations are currently being discussed in the relevant fora at the Council of Europe. 
Alternatives to Imprisonment

Liz has finally successfully identified an MP (from Monaco) who took on board this issue and agreed to sponsor the motion for a resolution/recommendation. The signatures were collected in Strasbourg in the week of 20 June 2011 and we are currently awaiting a decision of the Bureau of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe on whether they will ask for a full report.
European Union competence on criminal justice

The EU has now published its Green Paper on Detention and we are working on our response, on networking with other NGOs who are interested in this area of policy (broadly a relatively new set of contacts for us) and a number of MEPs.
Peace

Joint work with EPLO
Martina has stepped down from the EPLO Steering Committee and now focuses on 4 of the EPLO working groups (as a participant rather than in a leading role):
· EU Institutions – especially EEAS

· Common Foreign and Security Policy

· Natural Resources and Investment in third countries – especially EIB

· Funding for Peace – especially the next Multiannual Financial Programme

Foreign Policy Drivers

The work on analysing the way in which foreign policy is reported in the press is still delayed but will be completed in the next two to three months. This will lead to at least one further briefing paper under this heading.
Energy Security, Climate Change and Conflict
The last few months have been busy with responding to consultations and participating in a variety of EU level conferences. Reports on these can be found on our blog at http://qceablog.wordpress.com 
Rachel has also produced two briefing papers: one on the underutilisation of the EU’s energy saving potential which has been published and one on sustainability and growth which is about to be published. 
EU Multiannual Financial Framework post 2013 
The European Commission will have published its Communication on this subject by the time of the BC meeting. Martina is going to have attended a meeting with the Commissioner for Development, Andres Piebalgs by the time of the BC meeting. She will be representing the Human Rights and Democracy Network at that meeting.
We will be developing our next steps when we have seen what the Communication says.

The work Martina is doing on the Research Framework Programme with an ad-hoc group of interested NGOs and groups of scientists, also factors into this broad area.
Israel and Palestine
Our extensive programme of work on the EU role in relation to the conflict in Palestine/Israel has continued actively throughout the last few months. The Project Advisory Group has met twice.

Key areas we have focused on:

· Pursuing freedom of information questions with the UK government on security cooperation with Israeli organisations – we are pursuing this as a pilot enquiry prior to expanding this across a number of other EU Member States

· Investigation into the extent to which import of products from illegal settlements is controlled and the products labelled correctly in a number of EU Member States (we have asked several Friends from several YMs to assist in this and have had a good response); this hopefully will lead to specific advocacy to DG TAXUD (who are responsible for customs matters), DG Trade and possibly other EU bodies

· An analysis of the positions taken by Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the EU, and a number of other third party initiatives on the five key issues to be resolved in any peace process (borders, refugees, settlements, Jerusalem and security). A briefing paper on this will be published shortly and will include a number of specific policy recommendations to the EU

· An update of our briefing paper on the EU Common Security and Defence Missions in the Palestinian Territories has been published and circulated to decision-makers. Martina has a number of meetings with MEPs lined up on this subject
· We have issued a number of action alerts – some broader and some more targeted. It is maybe interesting to note that a specific targeted alert to UK-based Friends relating to the participation of two UK-based academics in an academic conference which took place in one of the illegal settlements did generate a response from one of the two academics to the effect that he had withdrawn from the event.

· On the subject of Israeli participation in EU-funded research, we co-signed a letter with a number of other NGOs to the Research Commissioner asking that the participation of both Elbit and Israel Aerospace Industries be suspended because of their participation in the occupation. We have just received a response from a member of the Commissioner’s cabinet.
· We continue to follow up on specific issues relating to access to water both with the European Commission and the European Investment Bank.
Again, this is only a snapshot of our work on this – every day there are issues we consider and at times respond to. We are beginning to be called upon to participate in meetings with a range of organisations as one of the NGOs who are well briefed on the EU role and how that might be influenced. This included a meeting recently with UNRWA who were seeking advice on how to get their message across to the EU.
Linking with Friends in Europe and other Outreach Activities
Since the last report, QCEA staff have attended the following Quaker events:
	VVQREA Annual Meeting – March
	Liz

	EMES-EMEYF Annual Meeting – Herzberg - April
	Martina, Paul, John

	Ireland YM – April/May
	Liz

	Netherlands YM - May
	Paul

	Sweden YM – June
	Ben

	Presentation to Belgium and Luxembourg MM – June
	Liz and Martina

	BC organised mini Study Tour – June
	John, mainly, but all other staff played a role


Finances

The finances remain sustainable but are now showing signs of pressure with the contributions from some YMs reducing and the income from Trusts at below expectations (not by much but a major fundraising drive is not actually producing results). The support of Friends and Meetings continues to be a significant and important source of funds. Simon Bond and other members of BC are working very hard on this and we are very grateful to them. Further efforts and success in finding more Associate and Supporting Members and meetings which can make donations and/or support our work in whatever way is possible would be most welcome.
Quaker House

Work on Quaker House is still nearing completion. There is some final work to be done on the Meeting Room; the carpets in the hall and stairwell have just been laid; there are still some curtains to be completed and there is some final snagging to be done on the woodwork.
Lettings are picking up again and we hope that we will achieve the target for lettings for this year.
Martina Weitsch and Liz Scurfield

Representatives
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