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Report from Quaker House Brussels

Introduction

This report is an update on the written report we provided to the British Committee in March 2009. 
We hope this report will give you a flavour of what has been happening here in Brussels.

Work Programme

We report here only on aspects of the work programme which are new since the last report.

Human Rights

Women in Prison

Council of Europe
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe – after an hour long debate which Liz attended – adopted the report on Women in Prison unanimously. It picks up 32 of our 45 recommendations. 
We are now moving into the advocacy phase of approaching relevant decision makers in the member states of the Council of Europe to alert them to this report and to ask them what they are doing about its implementation.
Alternatives to Custody

The final draft of this report is complete and will now undergo final editing and proof-reading before being published in July or August 2009. We will then consider how we can go through a process similar to the one on women in prison with the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and the European Parliament.
Emerging Criminal Justice Themes

Council in March agreed on the focus for this as follows:
Council supports the exploration of research on Circles of Support and Accountability for offenders, which helps to reduce recidivism. QCEA will continue to work on the recommendations of the forthcoming report, with particular reference to restorative justice as well as the reduction of recidivism by giving support to people released from prison.

Work on this is now starting and we will report progress in November.

Human Rights and Democracy Network (HRDN)

Liz continues to be very active in this network and has been able to ensure QCEA participation in a number of high level meetings; it has also led to QCEA being involved in the Civil Society Contact Group (the umbrella body of all NGO sectors in Brussels) and in their work on the EU Budget Review.
Peace

Joint work with EPLO

This continues apace and highlights in recent months have been:
· The Czech Presidency has been a disappointment, not only to EPLO and QCEA, but generally speaking; we were unable to do any joint work with them, mainly because they lacked all willingness to agree on focus areas. 

· We have met with the Swedish Presidency team on several occasions and QCEA invited a newly appointed member of the Swedish team (an Ambassador leading on Civilian Crisis Management issues) to Quaker House for an informal and useful lunch.
· EPLO held its May General Assembly in Madrid in order to start discussions with the Spanish Presidency and we met with the Secretary of State in the Foreign Ministry and the Political and Security Committee Ambassador. They took note of the issues we raised with them and indicated willingness to do joint work. One of their key priorities is equality and we raised the lack of representation of women in key political roles in the EU structures. They took this issue on board.

· EPLO, with input from QCEA, produced a short statement about the integration of military and civilian planning capabilities at Brussels level in the General Secretariat. Once the key appointments to the new structures have been confirmed, we will progress contact with them in order to re-establish a working relationship which we have lost as a result of the restructuring.

· On the strength of our report on EU Enlargement in the Western Balkans, we are now part of a group of EPLO members and have participated in a round table meeting on Bosnia. We also made our own input into the review of the progress reports for Croatia, Bosnia, and Serbia respectively. We will monitor the progress reports when they are published to see whether any of our points were taken up.

· Martina was re-elected to the Steering Committee of EPLO for a further 2 years.

Peace Tax

Martina spoke to Pax Christi on this issue and got a very positive reception. We will follow up with their international office in Brussels to see whether they have agreed at international level to support Quakers and others on this issue.
Focus on European Developments

New areas of work under this heading agreed at Council in October 2008
EU Budget Review 
We had a further meeting with the Cabinet of the Budget Commissioner. However, it is likely that due to the various changes in the EU, (the Budget Commissioner has left to take up her post as President of Lithuania; there have been European Parliament elections; there will be a new Commission in place by the end of the year,) no further developments will come from the institutions until the end of 2009. We continue to monitor the situation.
European Parliament Elections

The work on the elections was well received by Friends across Europe and we were able to get a good deal of coverage in a variety of Quaker publications.
We have now published a briefing on the results and will target newly elected MEPs later this year (once we know which Committees they are on) to familiarise them with our advocacy messages and to explore areas where we can work with them.
Energy Security and Conflict

Work on this progresses apace; we are in the process of finalising a first fact sheet which links lifestyle choices with policy messages; we are in the process of working through the second draft of two sets of papers commissioned from the Living Witness Project; we are only a few weeks away from publishing the case study on the Nabucco pipeline and the implications of this project.
Neil has been invited to speak to a number of Meetings and Yearly Meetings; Martina and Liz have presented a workshop on this issue at the Nordic Yearly Meetings in June; Liz will speak about this issue at Ireland YM; Neil, Martina and Laurie Michaelis (Living Witness Project) will have a themed option at Britain YM Gathering; and Neil is making a presentation at Junior YM. 

Neil has also been able to engage with decision-makers in the European Commission and in the European Investment Bank on the subject of Nabucco and we will extend advocacy to the newly elected European Parliament when we have clarity about Committee appointments.

Israel and Palestine

June saw the long-awaited Council delegation to Israel and Palestine which QCEA Clerk, Richard Condon and 9 other Council Members and Alternates representing British, French, Danish, Norwegian, Swedish, Dutch, German, Irish, and Swiss Friends undertook with the two Joint Representatives. A full report of the trip will be presented to Council in October and we hope that at that meeting decisions about future directions of work in this context can be taken. It is too early to speculate on the nature of this work. Suffice it to say here that the trip was very informative, very exhausting, and has left all of us who went with long-lasting impressions of a conflict that seems almost impossible to resolve.
Linking with Friends in Europe and other Outreach Activities
Since the last report, QCEA staff attended the following Quaker events:

	EMES Annual Meeting (April 2009)
	Neil

	EMEYF Annual Meeting (April 2009)
	Anya

	Dublin Peace Committee Seminar on the meaning of neutrality in Foreign Policy (May 2009)
	Martina

	Netherlands YM (May 2009)
	Neil

	Nordic Yearly Meetings (all 4 meeting on the same campus at the same time)
	Martina and Liz


The following is the schedule of events we are covering in the coming months:

	Ireland YM (July 2009)
	Liz

	Britain YM Gathering (July/August 2009)
	Martina and Neil

	EMES Peace and Service Consultation (Nov 2009)
	Martina and Liz


We had to cancel the Study Tour due to a lack of applications; we will run a Study Tour in 2010 in the summer.
QCEA – 30th Anniversary

2009 sees QCEA’s 30th anniversary; we are planning a celebratory event on 24 October 2009 in Brussels; we are now taking names of Friends wishing to come to this and would encourage any of you who haven’t told us yet that you are coming to do so. We will have to have part of the event outside of Quaker House (the afternoon in a nearby hotel and the evening meal very likely in a nearby restaurant) but even so we have limited capacity. So, the sooner you tell us, the more likely it is that we can fit you in.
Quaker House

Some work on the renovations is due to begin (external re-pointing at the rear of the building). Other work will be done in October and beyond.
The second dossier has been submitted and the Royal Commission has already met to discuss it. We are currently awaiting the response on this. 
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